8th Science

Mr. Bachmann

Course Description

Welcome to 8th grade science class. Throughout this year students will be exploring, learning and applying concepts such as scientific inquiry, matter, biodiversity, forces in nature, and engineering design. The wide-ranging concepts will provide students the opportunity to inquire, learn, and apply science in their everyday life. I am excited about the school year and look forward to the challenge of making science relevant to 8th graders.

Link to local and state curriculum:

www.tn.gov/education/ci/sci/index.shtml
Instruction

The following scientific concepts and the approximate days of study are listed below:
· Scientific Inquiry   


7-10
Days
· Technology and Engineering

7-10
Days
· Biodiversity and Change

25
Days
· Matter



65
Days
· Forces in Nature


30
Days
· TCAP Review


15
Days

Materials:
 Folder w/paper, pencil, computer
Fees: 

School fees will cover science classes

Resources/Text:  
Holt Science and Technology… replacement cost $37.50


www.unitedstreaming.com


www.myhrw.com            


http://www.discoveryeducation.com
Lab Safety:
http://www.flinnsci.com/Documents/miscPDFs/safetycontractMS.pdf
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http://www.flinnsci.com/Documents/miscPDFs/safety_contract_MS.pdf Andrea Allen fwd this link so that we can upload it to our school fusion page and/or give this to students. August B. Askins TAP Mentor Teacher Holston Middle School 

Mon 6:02 PM

Assessment 
Expectations:

-All students will allow the teacher to teach and other students to learn. 



-Act appropriately without disrupting others.




-Be at the right place at the right time with the right materials doing the right thing all the time.
Grading Policy

93-100      A




85- 92
 B 




75- 84
 C



70- 74
 D




Below 69  F

Assignments:

Homework- students may be assigned homework throughout the school year. This work may be



a reading assignment, review questions, take-home activities or unfinished class work. 




Labs-students will have the opportunity to participate in a number of activities throughout the 




year. In order for students to succeed in the lab they must have a good understanding of lab 



safety rules and procedures.




Quizzes and Tests-to ensure that students are completing and 



Understanding their coursework they will be given quizzes on a weekly basis. Formal tests




Will be given several times per grading period.

               

                Projects-are special assignments that are fun and challenging additions to the student’s regular




coursework. These may be given throughout the year.

Make-Up Work:

Under certain circumstances late work will be accepted. If the student has an excused absence,




It is their responsibility to come see me for any work that they have missed.

( PLAGIARISM 
According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition: 

Plagiarism is defined as “presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been rephrased.” It includes, but is not limited to the following: 

1. Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work; 

2. Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source; 

3. Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source; 

4. Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its creator.” 

( CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud. Students who are found guilty of plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment. Parents should be involved in making the decision. 

Board Policy I-431 Issued: 7/95 Revised 6/08 

The Board affirms that it is essential that the teaching about religion—and not of a religion be conducted in a factual, objective, and respectful manner in accordance with the following: 

( Music, art, literature, or drama with a religious theme or basis are permitted as part of the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs, provided it is essential to the learning experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively; 

( The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature, and history shall be only as extensive as necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas. Such studies shall never foster any particular religious tenets or demean any religious beliefs; and 

( Student-initiated expressions to questions or assignments which reflect their beliefs or non-beliefs about a religious theme shall be accommodated. For example, students are free to express religious belief or non-belief in compositions, art forms, music, speech, and debate. 

Class Policy: Respect yourself, respect others and respect our school.
Contact:


I look forward to the students in my classes and know this will be an exciting school year. As we




progress, questions and comments from parents/guardians are welcome. Feel free to contact me 




at the school phone number 594-1300 or by email jay.bachmann@knoxschools.org
